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IT HAS BEEN AN
amazing five years
since Wildlife Rescue, Inc. of New
Mexico (WRI) moved into our new
digs at the Rio Grande Nature
Center State Park. Just as we had
predicted, once the public knew
where to find us, we were in-
credibly busy! For those of you who
weren’t with us prior to our current

location, we were very nomadic. WRI only had various temporary donated
facilities during the busy season – and we were hardly ever in the same place
twice. The public had to hunt us down every year in order for them to bring us
injured/orphaned wildlife. Once the season was over we all dispersed and
regrouped the following year to start it all over again. New Mexico Game & Fish
was heavily involved in those days. They were a drop off point for the public and
WRI would go by the Albuquerque office to collect all the animals. It was
interesting to see the boxes of baby birds being kept on top of their computer
monitors in order to keep all these intakes warm while waiting for a pick up!
Game & Fish was quite relieved to have us established in a permanent facility.

Since those days we have developed an amazing clinic team. This season we
are extremely fortunate to have over 40 dedicated volunteers and 16 great
managers and subs at our clinic. They not only care for New Mexico’s wildlife, but
also the concerned public attached to the animals.

There’s more to WRI than just the clinic. There are 10 volunteers handling the
difficult job of phone volunteering. Transport people are invaluable for the
occasions when an animal needs to get to a rehabilitator quickly. Many of our
phone volunteers have gone beyond the call of duty by dealing with a call and
hopping in their car to get the animal. We have 30 active rehabilitators trying their
best to save wildlife one animal at a time.  WRI also has volunteer personnel who
collect and manage our data, file annual reports, and network with the scientific
community about our activities and discoveries.

I’m extremely proud to be a part of this team of incredible people.
— Denise Coil, Clinic Director

5-YEAR ANNIVERSARY FOR OUR CLINIC!
This issue of The Fledgling celebrates the five years spent in our wonderful leased location
at the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park. Inside we have provided a summary of half a
decade of activity in the wildlife acquisitions arena. On page 2 you will find the data-
spread of the entire 5 years, illustrating the diversity of species we receive.

This is the 27th year for this newsletter — and WRI is going digital.
This time we need one specific response from each of our readers. As we want to focus
the majority of funds from the Share with Wildlife Program (NM Dept. Game and Fish) and
our public on materials for care, WRI is going digital ! We expect this to be last printed
Fledgling to be produced – future issues will be sent electronically and will be available
on our website (wrinm@wrinm.org). If you wish to receive further communications such
as this, send us your email information.

Please send your name and e-mail address to: wrinm@wrinm.org
Please put “WRI NEWSLETTER” in the subject line!

If you do not have e-mail, send your current mailing address to the editor at Wildlife
Rescue’s mailing address (shown in the panel at left) to continue receiving a print
version. We appreciate your interest and continuing support!

— Janelle Harden, Editor
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GREBES
Pied-billed Grebe ................................... 1 .......... 1 .......... 1 .......... 4 .......... 3
Western Grebe .......................................  2 .......... 1 .......... 1 ........................ 1
Eared Grebe .......................................................... 1 .......... 1

PELICANS
American White Pelican ......................   1 .......... 1 ........................ 1

CORMORANTS
Double-crested Cormorant ............................................................ 1

HERONS & EGRETS
Great Blue Heron ..................................  2 .......... 1 ........................ 3 .......... 1
Snowy Egret ............................................ 5 .......... 2 .......... 1
Cattle Egret .......................................................................... 4 .......... 2
Black-crowned Night-heron ...............  7 .......... 3 .......... 3 .......... 5 .......... 1
Yellow-crowned Night-heron.............. 1

IBISES, SPOONBILLS
White-faced Ibis ...................................... 1

NEW WORLD VULTURES
Turkey Vulture.......................................  2 .......... 1 .......... 3 ........................ 1

DUCKS & GEESE
Snow Goose ............................................. 2 ........................ 2
Canada Goose ........................................  2 .......... 1 .......... 3 ........................ 2
Wood Duck ...........................................  16 ........ 29 ........ 51 ........ 21 ........ 13
Mallard ...................................................  23 ........ 49 ........ 73 ...... 107 ........ 91
Blue-winged Teal ............................................................... 4
Cinnamon Teal ................................................................................................ 1
Northern Pintail .............................................................................................. 1
Green-winged Teal ................................ 1 ........................ 1 ........................ 1
Ruddy Duck ........................................... 11 ........................ 3 .......... 1 .......... 1
duck spp. .................................................  6 ........................ 1

HAWKS & ALLIES
Osprey ............................................................................................................... 1
Mississippi Kite ......................................  5 .......... 1 ........................ 1
Bald Eagle ........................................................................................................ 1
Northern Harrier ................................... 1
Sharp-shinned Hawk ........................................... 6 .......... 9 .......... 3 .......... 4
Cooper’s Hawk ....................................  23 ........ 11 ........ 26 .......... 8 ........ 20
Northern Goshawk ........................................................................................ 1
Swainson’s Hawk ..................................  2 .......... 1 .......... 5 .......... 4 .......... 3
Red-tailed Hawk ...................................  5 .......... 8 .......... 9 .......... 4 .......... 1
Ferruginous Hawk ............................................................. 1 .......... 1
Rough-legged Hawk .............................  1
Golden Eagle ..................................................................................... 1
raptor spp. ................................................ 2 .................................................... 1

FALCONS
American Kestrel .................................  16 ........ 29 ........ 18 ........ 18 ........ 15
Merlin .......................................................  1 ...................................... 1
Prairie Falcon ..........................................  1 .......... 1
Peregrine Falcon ....................................  1 .................................................... 1

PHEASANT
Ring-necked Pheasant ...........................  5 .......... 3 .......... 3 .......... 6 ........ 16

QUAIL
Scaled Quail ..........................................  34 ........ 82 ........ 23 ........ 34 ........ 79
Gambel’s Quail .......................................  4 .......... 2 .......... 8 ........ 11 ........ 17
Chukar............................................................................................................... 1
quail spp. .................................................. 6 ........................ 6 ........ 15

SUB-TOTALS ......................... 190 ...... 234 ...... 260 ...... 252 ...... 278

     2002  2003 2004 2005 2006

BIRDS
2002–2006

WILDLIFE RESCUE
INC. OF
NEW MEXICO
Summary
of Acquisitions
2002–2006

A Note About
Wildlife Rescue’s
Data Analysis

      WRI is required to collect data on
animals we receive for both the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish.
We also use our data to study trends
in local wildlife populations.
      WRI’s four major data categories
are: (1) acquisitions - the number and
species of animals we receive, (2)
dispositions - release rates, (3) causes
of encounter - why animals are found
and brought to us, and (4) locations -
where animals are found.

Acquisitions
      Our  acquisitions increased 47%
from 2001 to 2006. Whoa! If you’re
thinking that’s a lot – so are we!
     Overall, our acquisitions consist of
85% birds, 13% mammals, and 2%
reptiles and amphibians.

...continued on page 3
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RAILS, GALLINULES, & COOTS
Virginia Rail ............................................  1 .......... 1 .......... 1 ........................ 1
Sora ...........................................................  2 .......... 1 .......... 1 .......... 1 .......... 1
Purple Gallinule .................................................................. 1
American Coot .......................................  1 .......... 1 .......... 3 .......... 1 .......... 4

CRANES
Sandhill Crane ..................................................................... 1 .......... 1 .......... 1

PLOVERS
Killdeer ....................................................  2 .......... 6 .......... 3 ........ 12 .......... 1

SANDPIPERS & PHALAROPES
Wilson’s Phalarope ............................................................. 1
Marbled Godwit ............................................................................... 1

GULLS & TERNS
Franklin’s Gull ....................................................... 1

PIGEONS & DOVES
Band-tailed Pigeon ............................................... 1 .......... 2 ........................ 1
Collared/Turtle-dove .......................... 13 .........  3 ........ 11 ........ 21 ........ 31
(genus Streptopelia)
White-winged Dove............................. 33 .......  31 ........ 72 ........ 54 ........ 97
Mourning Dove ..................................  258 ...... 249 ...... 288 ...... 257 ...... 302
Inca Dove ............................................................... 2 .......... 2 .......... 2 .......... 4
dove spp. .............................................................................. 1 .......... 3 .......... 1

CUCKOOS & ROADRUNNERS
Yellow-billed Cuckoo ...........................  1 ...................................... 1
Greater Roadrunner ............................  30 ........ 23 ........ 28 ........ 18 ........ 34

BARN OWLS
Barn Owl .................................................  2 .......... 3 .......... 5 ........ 10 .......... 3

OTHER OWLS
Flammulated Owl ................................... 1 ........................ 4
Western Screech-owl ............................  5 ........ 10 ........ 12 .......... 9 .......... 9
Great Horned Owl ..............................  11 .......... 9 .......... 9 .......... 9 ........ 17
Western Burrowing Owl .....................  1 .......... 1 .......... 2 .......... 3 .......... 2
Long-eared Owl ............................................................................... 1

NIGHTHAWKS & POORWILLS
Lesser Nighthawk .................................  1 .......... 2 ........................ 3
Common Nighthawk ............................  4 .......... 6 .......... 8 ........ 10 .......... 5
Common Poorwill .................................  2 .......... 2 .......... 2 .......... 8 .......... 6

HUMMINGBIRDS
Black-chinned Hummingbird ............  62 ........ 85 ........ 80 ...... 104 ........ 88
Calliope Hummingbird ........................  2 ...................................... 1
Broad-tailed Hummingbird ...............   4 .......... 5 .......... 3 .......... 4 .......... 5
Rufous Hummingbird ...........................  6 .......... 9 ........ 10 .......... 9 .......... 8
hummingbird spp. .................................. 7 ........................ 2 .......... 2

KINGFISHERS
Belted Kingfisher ...................................  1 ........................ 1

WOODPECKERS & ALLIES
Red-naped/Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 2 .........  2 .......... 2 .......... 1
Williamson’s Sapsucker ................................................................................. 1
Ladder-backed Woodpecker ............................. 4 .......... 2 .......... 1
Hairy Woodpecker ..............................................  1 .......... 1
Northern Flicker ....................................  8 .........  9 ........ 12 .......... 4 ........ 12
woodpecker spp. ...................................  2 .........  2

SUB-TOTALS ......................... 462 ...... 469 ...... 570 ...... 551 ...... 634

Avian Acquisitions continue next page

     2002  2003 2004 2005 2006 (continued from page 2)

Dispositions
      As is normal for wildlife
rehabilitators across the country,
WRI has higher release rates for
young, uninjured animals (about 70%)
than we do for adult injured animals
(about 30%).

Causes of Encounter
    The most common cause of
encounter for birds (over 17%) and
mammals (over 19%) brought to WRI
is “cat caught.” Unfortunately, few
people understand the impact loose
cats have on our wild bird and small
mammal populations. Our message:
please keep your cats inside! It’s safer
for them and the wildlife!

Locations
      In 2006, we received more animals
found outside of Albuquerque than
ever before. This may be due to our
growing education and outreach
programs. We’re reaching people all
across the state, and more people
know about us now than ever before!

RAVEN
      Through the RAVEN Project, in
which WRI has been working with
CNM students to develop a
comprehensive data analysis program
utilizing GIS technologies, WRI has
been able to map our acquisitions.
We’ve discovered certain “hot spots”
in Albuquerque from which we get
large numbers of animals. You will be
able to view this interesting map in the
next issue of The Fledgling, which will
carry a more detailed article about the
RAVEN Project.

WRI believes our data can be an
important tool for monitoring and
understanding our local wildlife.

It takes a lot man- and computer-
hours, and we’re always looking for
help with data entry and other related
tasks. If you’d like to help, please let us
know by leaving a message for Anne
at the WRI number, 344-2500.

— Anne C. Russell
WRI Data Manager
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TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
Dusky Flycatcher ...................................  1
Say’s Phoebe ...........................................  6 .......  23 ........ 20 ........ 24 ........ 21
Ash-throated Flycatcher ......................  2 ........................ 1 .......... 1
Cassin’s Kingbird ............................................................................. 3
Western Kingbird ..................................  9 ........ 12 ........ 18 .......... 9 ........ 10
kingbird spp. ..................................................................................... 1
flycatcher spp. ................................................................................... 1

SHRIKES
Loggerhead Shrike ............................................................. 1 .......... 1

VIREOS
Warbling Vireo................................................................................................ 2

JAYS & ALLIES
Steller's Jay ..............................................  2
Eastern Blue Jay ...................................................  2
Western Scrub-jay ................................  18 .......  31 ........ 16 .......... 2 .......... 8
jay spp. .....................................................  4
American Crow ....................................  43 .......  41 ........ 18 .......... 8 .......... 8
Common Raven ......................................  3 .........  8 ........ 10 .......... 7 .......... 7
Chihuahuan Raven ................................  1 ........................ 1 .......... 1 .......... 2

LARKS
Horned Lark............................................ 1 .................................................... 1

SWALLOWS
Barn Swallow .........................................  6 .......  12 ........ 10 ........ 27 .......... 8
Cliff Swallow ........................................................  3 ........ 23 .......... 5 .......... 4
swallow sp. .......................................................................... 1 .......... 2

CHICKADEES, TITMICE
Juniper Titmouse ............................................................................................ 1
Mountain Chickadee .............................  1 .......... 1 .......... 1

BUSHTITS
Bushtit ....................................................... 3 .......... 1 .......... 5 .......... 6 .......... 5

NUTHATCHES
White-breasted Nuthatch ................................................. 1
nuthatch spp. ................................................................................................... 1

CREEPERS
Brown Creeper.................................................................... 1

WRENS
Cactus Wren ........................................................................ 1
Rock Wren ........................................................................................................ 1
Bewick’s Wren .................................................................... 2 ........................ 1
House Wren ..........................................................  2 .......... 1 ........................ 2

KINGLETS
Ruby-crowned Kinglet .........................  2

THRUSHES & ALLIES
Mountain Bluebird ............................................................. 1 ........................ 1
Townsend’s Solitaire ......................................................... 1 ........................ 1
Hermit Thrush .................................................................... 1 ........................ 1
American Robin .................................. 116 .......  83 ........ 74 ........ 96 ...... 105

MOCKINGBIRDS & ALLIES
Northern Mockingbird .........................  8 .........  3 .......... 2 ........................ 6
Sage Thrasher .......................................... 4 .................................................... 1
Curve-billed Thrasher ....................................................... 8 ........ 10 .......... 9
Crissal Thrasher .................................................................. 1

WAXWINGS
Cedar Waxwing ................................................................................ 1 .......... 4

SUB-TOTALS ......................... 230 ...... 222 ...... 219 ...... 204 ...... 206

  2002  2003 2004 2005 2006

Cedar Waxwings
Wildlife Rescue’s data are also

useful outside of the organization.
In June, a WRI rehabilitator got an
e-mail from one of the state’s premier
ornithologists, in which he said,

“On June 28, 2007, I was standing
under one of our big cottonwood trees here
at Pajarito Village when I heard two
“plops” on the ground behind me. My
search for the sources soon revealed two
freshly dead Cedar Waxwing nestlings,
which I assume fell from a nest that I have
still not been able to discern among the
dense foliage! ...they represent the first
proof that [we] have of this species’
nesting here. In fact, this is only the fourth
locality in New Mexico where nestlings
are known to have been produced, the
others being San Juan Pueblo (now Ohkay
Owingeh) in 1995, below Navajo Dam in
2004, and south of Jemez Springs in 2006.

I am wondering if... WRI has any
nesting or summer records of the Cedar
Waxwing from the state? I think it would
be great to make such records known
to the ornithological and birdwatching
communities, which largely remain
unaware of rehab programs as a source
of this kind of information.

Rehabilitator Denise Coil just
happened to have a cedar waxwing in
her care at that time. She responded,

...continued on page 5

PHOTO: BRET COIL
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NEW WORLD WARBLERS
Orange-crowned Warbler ............................................................................ 1
Virginia’s Warbler .......................................................................................... 1
Yellow-rumped Warbler ....................... 1 .................................................... 2
MacGillivray's Warbler ........................  7 .........  8 .......... 6 .......... 8 .......... 6
Hooded Warbler ............................................................................................ 1
Wilson’s Warbler ...................................  1 .......... 1 .......... 4 .......... 1 .......... 2
warbler spp. ..........................................  2 .......... 1 ........................ 3

TANAGERS
Summer Tanager ....................................  2
Western Tanager ...................................  4 .........  1 .......... 5 .......... 1 .......... 2

TOWHEES & ALLIES
Green-tailed Towhee ......................................................... 1 .......... 1 .......... 3
Spotted Towhee .....................................  1 .......... 1 .......... 1 .......... 3 .......... 1
Canyon Towhee .....................................  3 .........  5 .......... 3 .......... 5 .......... 5
Chipping Sparrow .................................. 1 .......... 1 .......... 1
Brewer’s Sparrow............................................................................. 1
Black-chinned Sparrow ......................... 1
Lark Sparrow ...................................................................... 1 .......... 1
White-throated Sparrow ............................................................................... 1
White-crowned Sparrow .................................... 1 ........................ 1 .......... 2
Dark-eyed Junco ....................................  2 .........  9 .......... 5 .......... 3 .......... 4

CARDINALS & ALLIES
Pyrrhuloxia .......................................................................... 1
Black-headed Grosbeak .....................  10 .........  6 .......... 5 ........ 10 .......... 8
Blue Grosbeak ................................................................................... 2

BLACKBIRDS & ALLIES
Red-winged Blackbird....................................................... 1 .......... 1
blackbird spp. .......................................................  1
Western Meadowlark .......................................... 2 .......... 2 .......... 3 .......... 1
Brewer’s Blackbird ......................................................................................... 2
Common Grackle .................................  16 .......  16 .......... 7 .......... 9 .......... 8
Great-tailed Grackle .........................................  10 ........ 11 .......... 5 .......... 1
grackle spp. .......................................................................... 2 .......... 1
Bronzed Cowbird ............................................................... 1
Brown-headed Cowbird ................................................... 1 .......... 2
Orchard Oriole ................................................................................................ 1
Bullock's Oriole ......................................  4 ........................ 2 .......... 1 .......... 2
Scott’s Oriole ................................................................................................... 1
oriole spp. ............................................................................ 2

GOLDFINCHES & ALLIES
Cassin’s Finch .................................................................................... 5 .......... 1
House Finch ........................................  141 .....  157 ...... 161 ...... 135 ...... 141
Red Crossbill ..................................................................................... 1
Pine Siskin ............................................................................ 1 .......... 8 .......... 2
Lesser Goldfinch ................................................... 5 ........ 11 .......... 8 ........ 19
American Goldfinch ............................... 3 ........................ 1 .......... 1
Evening Grosbeak .......................................................................................... 1

UNKNOWN avian spp. ......................................................... 6 .......... 1 .......... 1

SUB-TOTALS ......................... 199 ...... 225 ...... 242 ...... 221 ...... 220

AVIAN TOTAL: ................................... 1081 ... 11501 ...... 12912 ...... 12293 ...... 13424

(see 5-Year Comparison data at top right)

     2002  2003 2004 2005 2006

YEAR-BY-YEAR
COMPARISON

1 2003 avian increase of
6% over 2002

2 2004 avian increase of
12% over 2003

32005 avian decrease of
5% from 2004

42006 avian increase of
9% over 2005

Cedar Waxwing, continued

“The bird weighed 23 grams upon intake
and was not self-feeding. It took ten days
before he started to eat on his own. The
bird is doing quite well. My plan for
release is Tijeras.“

The writer was very happy with
this information, and replied that
“This record is important as it extends the
species’ nesting range in New Mexico even
farther south, which, as of 2006, was in
the Jemez Springs area of the state.

I have been thinking about this
particular nesting record and how its
having been found might have gone
unnoticed for some time, if I had not
thought to inquire about the intakes of this
species by WRI!

WRI and other rehabbers continue to
find out really interesting things about the
avifauna of New Mexico!

Note that this Cedar Waxwing could
not have been accepted as a record,
had WRI not obtained accurate data
on when and where the nestling was
found. Wildlife Rescue appreciates the
efforts of our rehabbers in accurately
recording their data, and the work of
Data Manager Anne Russell, who then
enters and analyzes it. ■
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    2002  2003 2004 2005 2006

Virginia opposum ......................................  1
Mexican free-tailed bat .............................  1 ........................ 1 ........................ 4
Brown bat ................................................................................. 1
Silver-haired bat ........................................  1 ........................ 2 .......... 1 .......... 2
bat spp. .......................................................  2 .......... 6 .......... 2 .......... 1 .......... 5
Desert cottontail ....................................... 98 ........ 72 ...... 152 ...... 170 ...... 199
Jack rabbit ...................................................  3 .......  20 .......... 5 .......... 7 .......... 3
rabbit spp. ................................................................................ 6 ........ 10
domestic rabbit ..........................................  1 .................................................... 3
Colorado chipmunk ................................... 5 .......... 1 .......... 1
Least chipmunk ................................................................................................... 2
chipmunk spp. ..................................................................................................... 3
Spotted ground squirrel ...........................  4 .........  4 .......... 5 .......... 7 .......... 3
Mexican ground squirrel ..................................................................... 1
Rock squirrel .............................................  19 ......   14 ........ 26 ........ 26 ........ 26
Abert’s squirrel ................................................................................................... 1
Eastern fox squirrel ............................................................................................ 1
squirrel spp. .............................................   7 .........  5 ........ 15 .......... 4
Gunnison’s prairie dog .............................  1 .........  1 ........................ 2 .......... 4
Northern pocket gopher ........................... 2 .................................................... 1
Valley pocket gopher ............................................................. 1 ........................ 1
gopher spp. .............................................................................. 1
Bushy-tailed woodrat ........................................................................................ 1
Pack rat ................................................................................................... 4 .......... 2
woodrat spp. ..............................................  2
Kangaroo rat ............................................................................ 2
White-footed deer mouse ..................................................... 6 ........ 15 .......... 3
deer mouse spp. .................................................................................... 2
Field/house mouse ............................................................................................. 7
domestic mouse .................................................................................................. 1
mouse spp. ................................................. 16 .................................................... 1
Meadow vole ......................................................................................... 1
Beaver ....................................................................................... 1
Porcupine .................................................................................. 1 .......... 3 .......... 1
Common raccoon .......................................  7 .......  29 .......... 9 .......... 2 .......... 3
Long-tailed weasel ....................................  2 .......... 1 ...................................... 1
weasel spp. ............................................................................................. 1
Striped skunk .............................................  1 ........ 46 .......... 1 .......... 2 .......... 1
skunk spp. .............................................................................................. 5 ........ 29
hedgehog sp. ..............................................  1
Gray fox .................................................................................... 1 .......... 1
Bobcat .................................................................................................................... 2
Coyote ....................................................................................... 1 .......... 1 .......... 2
mammal spp. .......................................................................................... 1

MAMMAL TOTAL: .............................. 174 ..... 1991 ......... 2402 ......... 2673 ......... 3124

(see 5-Year Comparison data at top left)

MAMMALS
2002 – 2006

YEAR-BY-YEAR
COMPARISON

1 2003 mammal increase of
14% over 2002

2 2004 mammal increase of
20% over 2003

3 2005 mammal increase of
11% over 2004

42006 mammal increase of
17% over 2005

We need your
e-mail address!!
See article top of page 1

A day
in the life…

We received a call on the Wild-
life Rescue hotline about a bird that
was stuck in a chimney. The gentle-
man was elderly and had difficulty
following our instructions, so
Kristin Madden was sent out to
rescue the bird. According to the
man, it had been stuck in the chim-
ney for several days. Kristin came
prepared with all the necessary
equipment expected to properly
capture the bird as it came down
the flue. What Kristin didn’t expect
was the species that emerged.
It turned out to be a very irate
squirrel. The squirrel then pro-
ceeded to run laps around the
resident’s living room before exiting
right out the back door.

This story certainly illustrates
that Wildlife Rescue’s rehabilitators
always must be prepared to expect
the unexpected! ■

— Kristin Madden
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REPTILES and
AMPHIBIANS
2002 – 2006

     2002  2003 2004 2005 2006

African spar thigh tortoise ................................................... 1
African spur tortoise .............................................................. 1
Desert tortoise ...................................................................................... 1
Common snapper turtle ........................................................ 1
snapper turtle spp. ................................................................. 1 ........................ 1
Painted turtle ............................................... 1
Eastern three-toed turtle .................................................................................. 2
Eastern box turtle ssp. ..............................  2 .........  7 .......... 9 ........ 10 ........ 17
Western (desert subspecies) box turtle 14 .................................................... 1
Western (ornate subspecies) box turtle  3 .........  2 ........ 10 .......... 2 .......... 8
Turtle (aquatic) sp. ..................................... 1 .......... 5 ........................ 1 .......... 2
Red-eared slider (turtle) ......................................... 2 .......... 2 .......... 1 .......... 8
Western river cooter (turtle) ........................................................................... 1
Yellow mud turtle ................................................................................ 1
Soft-shelled turtle ......................................  1 .........  1 .......... 1
Spiny soft-shelled turtle ........................................................ 1
turtle spp. ................................................................................. 6 .......... 2 .......... 3
Great Plains toad .................................................................... 1
Woodhouse’s toad ................................................................. 1 ........................ 1
Spadefoot toad .................................................................................................... 1
toad spp. ................................................................................... 2
Bullfrog ..................................................................................... 1 .......... 2 .......... 5
frog spp. .................................................................................................. 1
Exotic (leopard) gecko....................................................................................... 1
Great Plains skink ....................................... 1 .......... 1 ........................ 1
Fence lizard .............................................................................. 1 .......... 2 .......... 1
Blue-tailed lizard ................................................................................................ 1
Horn-toed lizard ................................................................................................ 1
Coachwhip snake ................................................................................................ 1
Prairie rattlesnake ................................................................................ 1
Bull/Gopher snake ..................................... 1 ...................................... 1 .......... 3
Snake spp. ...................................................  2 .......... 1

REPTILE / AMPHIBIAN TOTAL .......  26 ....... 191 ............. 392 ............. 263 ............. 584

(see 5-Year Comparison data at top right)

YEAR-BY-YEAR
COMPARISON

1 2003 Rep/Amp. decrease of 27%
from 2002

2 2004 Rep/Amp increase of 105%
over 2003

32005 Rep/Amp decrease of
-33% from 2004

42006 Rep/Amp increase of
123% over 2005

Our great Education Team has
certainly been busy this year. During
the first seven months they have
attended 53 events – which repre-
sents over 214 hours of education to
both children and adults. Our Edu-
cation Program is vital, as  many
people know very little about the
wildlife in their area and are un-
aware of the tremendous impact we
all have on the prospects for their
continued survival.

The focus of our Education Pro-
gram is to raise awareness of New
Mexico’s wildlife and educate the
public on the importance of preserv-
ing natural habitats for our wildlife.
Our program also plays an important

Wildlife Rescue’s Education Team
role in raising funds for food, medi-
cal supplies, and other miscellaneous
expenses because Wildlife Rescue,
Inc. is largely dependent upon dona-
tions and support provided by the
public and local businesses.

Some of the highlights of our
programs are the Xeriscape Confer-
ence, Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort,
National Environment Week in
Carlsbad, Youth Awareness Week in
Gallup, the Herb Festival, the NM
Outdoor Expo, International Science
and Engineering Fair, six Discovery
Classes at the Rio Grande Nature
Center State Park, four programs at
the National Atomic Museum in Old
Town, and numerous visits to class-

rooms all over Albuquerque. Wild-
life Rescue’s future also holds some
very exciting programs such as the
New Mexico State Fair in September,
Sevilletta National Wildlife Refuge
on October 13, and Bosque del
Apache Festival of the Cranes on No-
vember 16-18.

Our Education Team is growing
and is comprised of five Senior Han-
dlers, two Acting Senior Hand-lers,
and 28 conscientious, professional,
and personable handlers. Several just
recently joined our education team
and completed their first Raptor Han-
dling Training class. We have also
added some new and interesting dis-
plays such as a Feather Identification
Book, a collection of non-viable bird
eggs, and the nests of some of the
native birds you will find in New
Mexico.

I offer a hearty “WELCOME” to
the newest members of our awe-
some Education Team, and a
“THANK YOU FROM THE BOT-
TOM OF MY HEART” to everyone
in our hardworking, fantastic Edu-
cation Team. ■

— Madge Rice
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PAID
Permit No. 388

Albuquerque, NM

WILDLIFE RESCUE, INC.
OF NEW MEXICO

P.O. Box 13222
Albuquerque, NM 87192-3222

❏ I enclose the Annual Fee of $15.00 for membership in Wildlife Rescue, Inc. of New Mexico.
This is a: ❏ RENEWAL ❏ NEW MEMBERSHIP

❏ GIFT MEMBERSHIP
from: __________________________________________________________________

   to be sent to the person listed below. (YOUR NAME ABOVE)

NAME ____________________________________________________________________  PHONE ________________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________  CITY __________________________

STATE __________  ZIP ___________________ EMAIL ____________________________________________________________

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO WILDLIFE RESCUE, INC.

INSTEAD of membership I am enclosing a contribution to Wildlife Rescue in the amount of $__________

IN ADDITION to membership I am enclosing a special contribution to Wildlife Rescue in the amount of $__________

❏ Check here if you wish to become a Rehabilitator. Rehabilitators care for wildlife in their homes or at our intake clinic
AFTER receiving training and passing the examination(s).

❏ Check here if you are interested in being a phone volunteer or office worker for Wildlife Rescue.

❏ Please send me a volunteer form that explains other ways I can help Wildlife Rescue.

Wildlife Rescue, Inc. of New Mexico
is a NON-PROFIT, TAX-DEDUCTIBLE organization.

MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO:
• the opportunity to help New Mexico's orphaned and injured wildlife
• support the efforts of WRI's VOLUNTEER  Rehabilitators
• receive THE FLEDGLING -- WRI's informative periodic newsletter
• admittance to general meetings
• the opportunity to use your time and special talents any way possible
  to help benefit New Mexico's wildlife

We need your e-mail address!!
See article top of page 1


